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  The recent death of Admiral Boorda again called to mind that we’re not allowed to have heroes anymore.  The admiral wore some military decorations he maybe was or was not authorized to wear. From a civilian point of view, ho hum.  From a military point of view, shame on you.  But in neither case, a transgression of mortal consequences.  





But, a small, nit-picking military news service thought it had a story. Probably leaked to them by some disgruntled officer.  Passed on by them to a major weekly news magazine.  Which in turn, smelled blood.  The end result, a hero, an enlisted sailor who made it to the top position, a role model, kills himself. 





As soon as a person attains any national or sometimes even local stature, as soon as he becomes a hero, there seems to be a movement to destroy him. (Entertainment personalities don’t count as heroes)  What is it in our present culture that finds it unacceptable to permit people with outstanding qualities to retain any position of respect?





There was a time, through the 1960’s, when outstanding people in politics, sports, the military, science, public service, academia and other fields were widely respected.  Sometime in the 70’s it became popular for the media and literary professions to dethrone these people. To uncover and publicize any flaws in their character or performances.  Regardless of how it related to their major achievements.





While there has always been a tendency of contemporaries in the various fields to diminish the status of those who achieved wide recognition for their accomplishments, there wasn’t, until the last 20 years, the present wide spread public interest in seeing someone torn down. I classify this characteristic of being interested in someone else’s diminution as “the redneck syndrome”.  It seems to me, that those who don’t believe they will ever do anything outstanding, seek to increase their relative status by diminishing the status of others. “If I can’t get bigger, I’ll try to make you smaller.”





This may simply indicate there is much less self esteem in society now than previously. Or it might represent a resentment of the successful by the unsuccessful.  Either way, it’s redneck behavior. 





Presidents, military leaders, managers of large corporations, scientists, sports figures and many others were once widely admired.  Now the most prominent figures in these fields are forever being trashed.  And not only in the present tense but retroactively in a historical context. Even those dead for decades are figuratively exhumed and studied for flaws. Presently, whether it’s a Gulf War general being critiqued in hindsight or a sports figure being maligned for his off field behavior, as soon as they achieve stature, they become a target.





We seem however to be able to overlook the faults of those who are useful to us personally.  If a stock broker is an alcoholic but puts us on to good buys, we keep him.  If a fellow worker treats women employees in a less than gentlemanly fashion but he’s pleasant to have lunch with, we keep going to lunch with him.  Why then do we insist on total perfection in anyone who achieves wide spread fame?





We need some heroes.  Should the only role models for youths be rock stars whose fame allows them to have an in-your-face attitude?  Should the role models for young professional people be only those tycoons who got to the top by being ruthless?  Let’s have some heroes we can admire for their major achievements and not focus on their minor blemishes.





We don’t need to know of politicians womanizing.  We don’t need to know of sports figures addictions. We don’t need to know of some general’s misuse of his authority.  





If they set a good example in the performance of the major function of their job, let’s focus on that. 











